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CENTRAL SACRAMENTO COUNTY GROUNDWATER FORUM

Local Government / Public Agencies Interest Group

Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District

Issues and Interests Statement
BACKGROUND

The Sacramento County Regional Sanitation District, formed in 1973, provides wastewater conveyance and treatment to businesses and residents in the urbanized areas of Sacramento County, California.  This municipal entity is overseen by a nine-member Board that includes the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors and the mayoral designees from the cities of Sacramento, Folsom, Citrus Heights and Elk Grove. The District owns and operates the Sacramento Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant (SRWTP) in Elk Grove, California, a 181 million gallon per day (MGD) primary/secondary treatment facility serving more than 250 square miles and over 1.1 million residents.  The SRWTP continues to grow, as approximately 5,500 new customers connect to the system each year.

The focus of the District, “Wastewater Treatment – Technology in Balance with Nature,” reflects the District’s mission of providing wastewater conveyance and treatment in a manner that simultaneously protects public health and the environment.

WATER RECYCLING

Recycled water is a drought-proof water source that has been used throughout the world for decades and can be permitted for nearly all uses except drinking. Using recycled water for approved uses conserves potable water, and this means a more dependable water supply for everyone.  However, recycled water must be produced, distributed and used in a manner that meets all Federal, 

State and local requirements for non-potable uses. 

The District has constructed a 5 MGD (5500 ac-ft/year) pilot water recycling facility that is in start up mode and is expected to begin delivering reclaimed water to the Laguna West, Stone Lake, and Lakeside communities in late 2002 or early 2003.  Reclaimed water will be used predominantly for irrigation of street medians and parks.

INTEREST STATEMENT

· The District is interested developing large scale water recycling projects in the Sacramento region.  A water recycling project that would deliver water to the east county near the Cosumnes River has the potential of recycling 30-40 MGD (33,000 – 44,000 ac-ft/year).  The experience gained from constructing, operating & maintaining the pilot water recycling facility will be beneficial as large water recycling facilities are developed.

· The District would like to partner with one or more local water purveyors to distribute reclaimed water to the end user.  The likelihood of successful projects are increased if there is a “regional” effort. The District is interested in developing partnerships that can lead to financial support and/or assistance in obtaining federal or state grants for water recycling projects.

· The District desires support for water recycling from the community, environmentalists, farmers, and business.  Also, it is important to involve regulators during the planning phase of potential recycled water projects to identify any issues that could prevent the projects from occurring.

· The District plans to continue public outreach in an ongoing effort to educate the community on the benefits of water recycling.  Ultimately, any large scale water recycling project will require public support.
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